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A Family Is Delighted, and a Bit Surprised, to Move to Brooklyn

Longtime Manhattanites wanted to shorten their 8-year-old son’s commute to
school. They found a stronger sense of community on the other side of the East River.

By MARIAN BULL

ver the 24 years of their relation-
O ship, Joseph Vitale and Robert

Talmas have let their jobs dic-
tate their real estate decisions. Work
moved them from New Jersey to New
York to Boston and back to New York.
Mr. Talmas, now the head of compen-
sation and benefits for WW (formerly
Weight Watchers), spent a brief stint
in Singapore. But as their family grew,
those priorities changed.

“We’ve always bought or rented for
work,” said Mr. Vitale, a reinsurance
broker. “When I worked at the World
Trade Center, we lived in Battery Park
City. When I worked at Madison and
23rd, we moved to Gramercy. But this
time, we rented for family.”

In December 2021, Mr. Vitale, 53, and
Mr. Talmas, 51, moved from a rented
two-bedroom in Gramercy Park to a
three-bedroom in a new-construction
high-rise in Downtown Brooklyn. Their
8-year-old son, Cooper Talmas-Vitale,
had begun attending Mary McDow-
ell Friends School in Cobble Hill; Mr.
Talmas’ 93-year-old father, David, had
also moved in with them during the
pandemic.

With both fathers working from
home, their once-comfortable apart-
ment had become overcrowded: Jokes
abounded when they had to take con-
ference calls in a closet. Cooper’s daily
commute to school — with one of his
fathers or his nanny — ate away at po-
tential family time. They needed more
space, and for the first time in 24 years
considered a move to another borough.

Mr. Vitale and Mr. Talmas had long
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Joseph Vitale, center, and Robert Talmas were stauch Manhattanites — until their son,
Cooper, started attending school in Cobble Hill, Brooklyn. The family found a three-
bedroom apartment in Downtown Brooklyn that has helped them fall in love with the
borough, and get more family time to boot.

been staunch Manhattanites. “We
thought we were too good for Brook-
lyn,” Mr. Vitale said with a laugh.
“When our friends moved to Brook-
lyn, we made fun of them.” Years ago
they had briefly sublet the Park Slope
brownstone apartment of a recently
divorced friend, but missed the conve-
nience of a doorman and the ease of
their Manhattan commutes during the
six-month stretch.

For Cooper, however, commuting
to school in Brooklyn meant he often
couldn’t see his friends on the week-
ends, or accept off-the-cuff invites to

play dates at after-school pickup. “Coo-
per chose his school here in Brooklyn,
and he worked hard to get in,” Mr. Tal-
mas said of his son’s efforts to get good
grades and complete an application in-
terview. “So we wanted to be apprecia-
tive of that.”

Early last fall, the family’s landlord
in Gramercy told them she wanted to
sell. They had right of first refusal, and
would have considered buying it if they
hadn’t needed a third bedroom to ac-
commodate Mr. Talmas’ father. Soon
they began their apartment search,
which they focused in Brooklyn. Mr.



Names Robert Talmas, 51;
Joseph Vitale, 53; Cooper
Talmas-Vitale, 8

Location Downtown Brooklyn

Rent $9,300

Occupations Mr. Talmas is
the head of compensation
and benefits for WW (for-
merly Weight Watchers); Mr.
Vitale is a reinsurance broker
for Aon.

D.LY. Decor Mr. Vitale trans-
formed an old television set
into a bar: “That’s my baby. |
went to an antique shop and
| told the guy what | was
doing with it, and he was
devastated. When he
dropped it off at my sister’s
on Long Island, he said,
‘Please tell him not to
change it to a bar. Because
he’s a true antiques guy.”

The neighborhood’s most
popular travel show “| love
Stanley Tucci’s ‘Searching for
[taly, and he just made guan-
ciale, which is pork jowl.
When | walked into the local
meat store, Dellapietras, |
said, ‘Can | have two pounds
of guanciale?’ And he said,
‘What are the chances you
just watched Stanley Tucci?
I've never had so many peo-
ple ask me for guanciale!””

Talmas wanted to consider some
brownstone apartments, but walk-ups
were tricky for his dad, and Mr. Vitale
was insistent on a full-service building,
which would also mean elevator access
for his father-in-law.

The apartment they eventually
chose, at One Boerum Place, was the
first they found, and the first they
looked at. “I walked in and said, let’s
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Cooper’s bedroom is full of well-organized toys, photos of the Titanic, and his own
desk, where he does homework and plays Roblox, an online game where, he says, “you

”»
can make your dreams come true.

take it,” Mr. Vitale said. However, Mr.
Talmas reminded him that they had six
other buildings to see that day. They
eventually conferred with Cooper, who
preferred a trendier high-rise whose
duplexes boasted spiral staircases —
not particularly kid-friendly. Mr. Tal-
mas had his eye on a prewar, renovated
building in the neighborhood. But the
emphasis on family-friendliness at One
Boerum Place swayed their decision.

The building was originally con-
structed as condos, but management
decided to rent out the units instead
because of the pandemic-damaged real
estate market. The apartments there-
fore have condo-caliber fixtures: Mr.
Vitale, an avid cook, loves his full gas
range. “Everybody who sees the wood
paneling says, ‘Oh, did you customize
your kitchen?’ And I’m like, maybe!”
Mr. Talmas said jokingly.

Other amenities abound: Cooper
loves the pool. This summer, there will
be two different green spaces on the
roof; an automated garage, still under
construction, will allow them to use an
app on their phones to summon their
car.

Mr. Talmas’ father passed away a
few weeks after the move, but while he
was there with them, finding caregiv-
ers was made even easier thanks to the
building’s central location. Mr. Talmas
and Mr. Vitale were grateful for the
time he spent with them, and with their

son: “Cooper got to grow up with his
grandfather,” Mr. Talmas said, “and it
was great.”

Now, Cooper’s walk to school is
a breezy seven minutes. Mr. Vitale
guesses that 80 percent of his class-
mates live within a 10-minute walk of
their apartment. He has joined a soccer
league in Brooklyn Bridge Park, where
the family spends a lot of time. When
asked what he thought about the apart-
ment, Cooper offered an immediate
two thumbs up and a wide grin.

Even his dads have an easy commute
from the new apartment: Mr. Talmas
goes into his office in Chelsea one day
a week, which takes him about 20 min-
utes; Mr. Vitale visits his office twice
a week, which is just 10 minutes away.

Mr. Talmas and Mr. Vitale have turned
their third bedroom into a shared office,
which has made working from home
much easier.



PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROBERT WRIGHT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

One Boerum Place was originally built as condos, which means the family benefits from a well-appointed kitchen. Friends often ask
if it was customized; Mr. Vitale is excited to have his family for Easter this year.

He’s even considered walking home
from the Financial District over the
Brooklyn Bridge in the summer. Both
still work from home most of the time,
so they have converted the third bed-
room into a shared office. When one of
them takes a call, the other moves to

The move meant a decorative reboot:
Aside from what’s in Cooper’s bedroom,
Mr. Vitale and Mr. Talmas bought all new
furniture.

the kitchen island or Cooper’s bedroom
rather than the closet.

While the couple has owned in New
York before, they are enjoying the flex-
ibility that renting allows. “Joe has al-
ways been a renter,” Mr. Talmas said
of his husband. “I would rather plant
roots, but nowadays, especially in the
city, renting’s just part of life. And in a
building like this, renters don’t treat it
like they’re transients — everybody on
this floor is a family. They’re not mov-
ing out next year.”

Renting now also allows them to plan
for their next big move: Mr. Vitale,
whose grandparents emigrated to New
York from Sicily, is applying for his
Italian citizenship. When they retire
and Cooper goes away to college, they
hope to buy, build, or renovate in Sicily.

Until then, their family is a trio of
Brooklynites. Mr. Vitale has already
fallen in love with a few local butcher

shops; he’s even learned the best times
to go to the nearby Trader Joe’s, whose
Manhattan locations were usually so
busy that he stayed away. After so
many years of rejecting the borough,
he said, “the biggest slap in the face is,
we love Brooklyn now.”

When the family toured a model apart-
ment at One Boerum Place, Mr. Vitale
liked the round dining table so much he
bought one when they moved in.
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