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By MARIAN BULL

Over the 24 years of their relation-
ship, Joseph Vitale and Robert 
Talmas have let their jobs dic-

tate their real estate decisions. Work 
moved them from New Jersey to New 
York to Boston and back to New York. 
Mr. Talmas, now the head of compen-
sation and benefits for WW (formerly 
Weight Watchers), spent a brief stint 
in Singapore. But as their family grew, 
those priorities changed.

“We’ve always bought or rented for 
work,” said Mr. Vitale, a reinsurance 
broker. “When I worked at the World 
Trade Center, we lived in Battery Park 
City. When I worked at Madison and 
23rd, we moved to Gramercy. But this 
time, we rented for family.”

In December 2021, Mr. Vitale, 53, and 
Mr. Talmas, 51, moved from a rented 
two-bedroom in Gramercy Park to a 
three-bedroom in a new-construction 
high-rise in Downtown Brooklyn. Their 
8-year-old son, Cooper Talmas-Vitale,
had begun attending Mary McDow-
ell Friends School in Cobble Hill; Mr.
Talmas’ 93-year-old father, David, had
also moved in with them during the
pandemic.

With both fathers working from 
home, their once-comfortable apart-
ment had become overcrowded: Jokes 
abounded when they had to take con-
ference calls in a closet. Cooper’s daily 
commute to school — with one of his 
fathers or his nanny — ate away at po-
tential family time. They needed more 
space, and for the first time in 24 years 
considered a move to another borough.

Mr. Vitale and Mr. Talmas had long 

been staunch Manhattanites. “We 
thought we were too good for Brook-
lyn,” Mr. Vitale said with a laugh. 
“When our friends moved to Brook-
lyn, we made fun of them.” Years ago 
they had briefly sublet the Park Slope 
brownstone apartment of a recently 
divorced friend, but missed the conve-
nience of a doorman and the ease of 
their Manhattan commutes during the 
six-month stretch.

For Cooper, however, commuting 
to school in Brooklyn meant he often 
couldn’t see his friends on the week-
ends, or accept off-the-cuff invites to 

play dates at after-school pickup. “Coo-
per chose his school here in Brooklyn, 
and he worked hard to get in,” Mr. Tal-
mas said of his son’s efforts to get good 
grades and complete an application in-
terview. “So we wanted to be apprecia-
tive of that.”

Early last fall, the family’s landlord 
in Gramercy told them she wanted to 
sell. They had right of first refusal, and 
would have considered buying it if they 
hadn’t needed a third bedroom to ac-
commodate Mr. Talmas’ father. Soon 
they began their apartment search, 
which they focused in Brooklyn. Mr. 

A Family Is Delighted, and a Bit Surprised, to Move to Brooklyn

Longtime Manhattanites wanted to shorten their 8-year-old son’s commute to 
school. They found a stronger sense of community on the other side of the East River.
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Joseph Vitale, center, and Robert Talmas were stauch Manhattanites — until their son, 
Cooper, started attending school in Cobble Hill, Brooklyn. The family found a three-
bedroom apartment in Downtown Brooklyn that has helped them fall in love with the 
borough, and get more family time to boot.
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Talmas wanted to consider some 
brownstone apartments, but walk-ups 
were tricky for his dad, and Mr. Vitale 
was insistent on a full-service building, 
which would also mean elevator access 
for his father-in-law.

The apartment they eventually 
chose, at One Boerum Place, was the 
first they found, and the first they 
looked at. “I walked in and said, let’s 

take it,” Mr. Vitale said. However, Mr. 
Talmas reminded him that they had six 
other buildings to see that day. They 
eventually conferred with Cooper, who 
preferred a trendier high-rise whose 
duplexes boasted spiral staircases — 
not particularly kid-friendly. Mr. Tal-
mas had his eye on a prewar, renovated 
building in the neighborhood. But the 
emphasis on family-friendliness at One 
Boerum Place swayed their decision.

The building was originally con-
structed as condos, but management 
decided to rent out the units instead 
because of the pandemic-damaged real 
estate market. The apartments there-
fore have condo-caliber fixtures: Mr. 
Vitale, an avid cook, loves his full gas 
range. “Everybody who sees the wood 
paneling says, ‘Oh, did you customize 
your kitchen?’ And I’m like, maybe!” 
Mr. Talmas said jokingly.

Other amenities abound: Cooper 
loves the pool. This summer, there will 
be two different green spaces on the 
roof; an automated garage, still under 
construction, will allow them to use an 
app on their phones to summon their 
car.

Mr. Talmas’ father passed away a 
few weeks after the move, but while he 
was there with them, finding caregiv-
ers was made even easier thanks to the 
building’s central location. Mr. Talmas 
and Mr. Vitale were grateful for the 
time he spent with them, and with their 

son: “Cooper got to grow up with his 
grandfather,” Mr. Talmas said, “and it 
was great.”

Now, Cooper’s walk to school is 
a breezy seven minutes. Mr. Vitale 
guesses that 80 percent of his class-
mates live within a 10-minute walk of 
their apartment. He has joined a soccer 
league in Brooklyn Bridge Park, where 
the family spends a lot of time. When 
asked what he thought about the apart-
ment, Cooper offered an immediate 
two thumbs up and a wide grin.

Even his dads have an easy commute 
from the new apartment: Mr. Talmas 
goes into his office in Chelsea one day 
a week, which takes him about 20 min-
utes; Mr. Vitale visits his office twice 
a week, which is just 10 minutes away. 
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Cooper’s bedroom is full of well-organized toys, photos of the Titanic, and his own 
desk, where he does homework and plays Roblox, an online game where, he says, “you 
can make your dreams come true.”

Mr. Talmas and Mr. Vitale have turned 
their third bedroom into a shared office, 
which has made working from home 
much easier.
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Over the 24 years of their relationship, Jo-
seph Vitale and Robert Talmas have let
their jobs dictate their real estate decisions.
Work moved them from New Jersey to New
York to Boston and back to New York. Mr.
Talmas, now the head of compensation and
benefits for WW (formerly Weight Watch-
ers), spent a brief stint in Singapore. But as
their family grew, those priorities changed.

“We’ve always bought or rented for
work,” said Mr. Vitale, a reinsurance broker.
“When I worked at the World Trade Center,
we lived in Battery Park City. When I
worked at Madison and 23rd, we moved to
Gramercy. But this time, we rented for fam-
ily.”

In December 2021, Mr. Vitale, 53, and Mr.
Talmas, 51, moved from a rented two-bed-
room in Gramercy Park to a three-bedroom
in a high-rise in Downtown Brooklyn. Their
8-year-old son, Cooper Talmas-Vitale, had
begun attending Mary McDowell Friends
School in Cobble Hill; Mr. Talmas’s 93-year-
old father, David, had also moved in with
them during the pandemic.

With both fathers working from home,
their once-comfortable apartment had be-
come overcrowded. Cooper’s daily com-
mute to school — with one of his fathers or
his nanny — ate away at potential family
time. They needed more space, and for the
first time in 24 years considered a move to
another borough.

“We thought we were too good for Brook-
lyn,” Mr. Vitale said with a laugh. “When our
friends moved to Brooklyn, we made fun of
them.” Years ago, they had sublet a Park
Slope brownstone apartment of a friend but
missed the convenience of a doorman and
the ease of their Manhattan commutes dur-
ing the six-month stretch.

For Cooper, however, commuting to
school in Brooklyn meant he often couldn’t
see his friends on the weekends, or accept
off-the-cuff invites to play dates at after-
school pickup.

Early last fall, the family’s landlord in
Gramercy told them she wanted to sell.
They had right of first refusal, and would
have considered buying it if they hadn’t
needed a third bedroom to accommodate
Mr. Talmas’s father. Soon they began their
apartment search, which they focused in
Brooklyn. Mr. Talmas wanted to consider
some brownstone apartments, but walk-
ups were tricky for his dad.

The apartment they eventually chose, at
One Boerum Place, was the first they
looked at. “I walked in and said, ‘Let’s take
it,’” Mr. Vitale said. However, Mr. Talmas re-

minded him that they had six other build-
ings to see that day. They eventually con-
ferred with Cooper, who preferred a trendi-
er high-rise whose duplexes had spiral
staircases — not particularly kid-friendly.
Mr. Talmas had his eye on a prewar, reno-
vated building in the neighborhood. But the
emphasis on family-friendliness at One
Boerum Place swayed their decision.

The building was originally constructed
as condos, but management decided to rent
out the units instead because of the pan-
demic-damaged real estate market. The
apartments therefore have condo-caliber
fixtures: Mr. Vitale, an avid cook, loves his
full gas range.

Other amenities abound: Cooper loves
the pool. This summer, there will be two dif-
ferent green spaces on the roof; an auto-
mated garage, still under construction, will
allow them to use an app on their phones to
summon their car.

Mr. Talmas’s father died a few weeks af-
ter the move, but while he was there with
them, finding caregivers was easier thanks
to the building’s central location. Mr. Tal-
mas and Mr. Vitale were grateful for the
time he spent with them, and with their son.
“Cooper got to grow up with his grandfa-
ther,” Mr. Talmas said, “and it was great.”

Now, Cooper’s walk to school is a breezy
seven minutes. Mr. Vitale guesses that 80
percent of his classmates live within a 10-
minute walk of their apartment. When
asked what he thought about the apart-
ment, Cooper offered an immediate two
thumbs up and a wide grin.

Even his dads have an easy commute:
Mr. Talmas goes into his office in Chelsea
one day a week, which takes about 20 min-
utes; Mr. Vitale visits his office twice a
week, which is 10 minutes away. Both still
work from home, so they have converted
the third bedroom into a shared office.

While the couple have owned in New
York before, they are enjoying the flexibility
that renting allows. “Joe has always been a
renter,” Mr. Talmas said of his husband. “I
would rather plant roots, but nowadays, es-
pecially in the city, renting’s just part of life.”

Renting allows them to plan for their next
big move: Mr. Vitale, whose grandparents
emigrated to New York from Sicily, is apply-
ing for his Italian citizenship. When they re-
tire and Cooper goes away to college, they
hope to buy, build or renovate in Sicily.

Until then, their family are Brooklynites.
Mr. Vitale has already fallen in love with a
few local butcher shops; he’s even learned
the best times to go to the nearby Trader
Joe’s, whose Manhattan locations were of-
ten so busy that he usually stayed away. Af-
ter so many years of rejecting the borough,
he said, “the biggest slap in the face is, we
love Brooklyn now.”

RENTERS

It’s Easier to Love Brooklyn This Time Around
By MARIAN BULL

Top, Joseph Vitale, center, and Robert Talmas with their son, Cooper, in their new home. Above,
Cooper’s bedroom in the family’s apartment, at One Boerum Place, a high-rise in Brooklyn.
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Know a renter with an interesting story?
Email: renters@nytimes.com.

Names Robert Talmas, 51;
Joseph Vitale, 53; Cooper
Talmas-Vitale, 8

Location Downtown Brooklyn

Rent $9,300

Occupations Mr. Talmas is
the head of compensation
and benefits for WW (for-
merly Weight Watchers); Mr.
Vitale is a reinsurance broker
for Aon.

D.I.Y. Decor Mr. Vitale trans-
formed an old television set
into a bar: “That’s my baby. I
went to an antique shop and
I told the guy what I was
doing with it, and he was
devastated. When he
dropped it off at my sister’s
on Long Island, he said,
‘Please tell him not to
change it to a bar.’ Because
he’s a true antiques guy.”

The neighborhood’s most
popular travel show “I love
Stanley Tucci’s ‘Searching for
Italy,’ and he just made guan-
ciale, which is pork jowl.
When I walked into the local
meat store, Dellapietras, I
said, ‘Can I have two pounds
of guanciale?’ And he said,
‘What are the chances you
just watched Stanley Tucci?
I’ve never had so many peo-
ple ask me for guanciale!’”

When Merrill and Zak Leedom lived in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, Mr. Leedom thought their
one-bedroom apartment, at $2,100 a month,
was so expensive it was “absurd,” even if it
came with a rooftop pool, a gym and a dog
park. But that was before the couple moved
to Los Angeles last year and started looking
for a place to rent there.

Mr. Leedom, 28, had been flying back and
forth from Columbus after the wealth-man-
agement firm he works for was acquired by
a company based in Southern California.
Ms. Leedom’s job as a communications
strategist, primarily for health care compa-
nies, allowed her to shift to remote work.

The couple, who met as undergraduates
at West Virginia University married in 2019.
Last September, after heading to Los Ange-
les, they spent three months in short-term
Airbnb rentals in various Westside neigh-
borhoods. Mr. Leedom’s office is in Ventura
County, but he often drives to meet with cli-
ents as far south as Orange County.

They started their hunt in the San Fer-
nando Valley but soon decided that living
near the ocean was the best way to enjoy
the Southern California lifestyle. They set-
tled on Santa Monica, Venice and Marina
del Rey.

In the absence of local friends or a rental
agent to help, Ms. Leedom, 27, scoured the
internet for new listings. The couple, who
have a dog named Reese, loved the ameni-
ties in their Ohio complex and hoped to find
similar ones in Los Angeles. But it didn’t
take long to realize that their budget of
$3,000 a month wouldn’t be enough for a
two-bedroom, so they expanded the budget
and considered some one-bedrooms.

The areas they searched were among the
priciest in the region: The average monthly
rent for a one-bedroom is $5,046 in Santa
Monica and $4,530 in Marina del Rey, ac-
cording to ApartmentList.com. “It was a bit
of a price shock,” Mr. Leedom said.

A priority for Ms. Leedom was finding a
place that was walkable, because the couple
share one car, which her husband uses to
commute to work most days.

Among their options:

1. SANTA MONICA WITH A YARD

This updated two-bedroom, one-bathroom
apartment was in a four-unit building with
no common amenities. The apartment was
about 750 square feet, with a small, fenced
front yard. It was within walking distance of

shops and the beach. The rent was $4,000 a
month, including parking.

2. SPACIOUS IN SANTA MONICA

This two-bedroom, one-and-a-half-bath-
room apartment was in a small building
with no common amenities. The unit was
about 1,100 square feet, with a long, narrow
layout. It had been updated with faux wood
floors and a kitchen island. There was a
small outdoor space with a garage. The rent
was $3,000 a month.

3. ONE-BEDROOM IN MARINA DEL REY

This 836-square-foot one-bedroom, one-
bathroom apartment was in a newer build-
ing with lots of amenities. It was within
walking distance of a marina and shops.
The rent was $3,800 a month, with optional
parking for an extra $150 to $250 a month.

THEIR CHOICE

The Leedoms liked the spacious apartment
in Santa Monica, as well as its location and
price, but the narrow floor plan and small
bathrooms were deal-breakers.

The one-bedroom in Marina del Rey was
also appealing, but they decided that the
building was too similar to what they’d had
in Ohio and that it lacked the character of
some of the older complexes they toured.

Ms. Leedom spotted the Santa Monica
unit with the yard minutes after it popped
up online. “I was immediately drawn to the
outdoor space,” she said.

When she toured it the next day, she loved
the location and the indoor-outdoor flow.
“It’s something we could never have in Co-
lumbus,” she said.

The Leedoms put in an offer that day and
moved in on Dec. 1. It was more than they
wanted to spend, but Mr. Leedom, the more
frugal of the two, said it had been well worth
it: “The balance is in the value and the life
you want to live, and enjoying your time.”

The second bedroom, which has already
housed several out-of-town visitors, has
“been a game changer,” Mr. Leedom said.
And although they had been excited about
the idea of a building with a swimming pool,
they have learned that the weather near the
beach in Santa Monica is cool enough that
they wouldn’t have used it regularly.

Their neighborhood, Sunset Park, is a
“hidden little gem,” Mr. Leedom said, with
walkable streets and friendly neighbors.

“It 100 percent feels like a house,” Ms.
Leedom said. “It’s more than I’d ever
thought we’d find.”

The Hunt
Midwest Transplants Survive a ‘Price Shock’ in Southern California

A couple discovered that they
would need to adjust their
wish list and raise their budget.

A two-bedroom unit was
about 750 square feet, with a

small yard and near the beach.
The rent was $4,000 a month.

This narrow two-bedroom unit
was about 1,100 square feet,

with outdoor space and a garage.
The rent was $3,000 a month.

A 836-square-foot
one-bedroom unit was in a

building with lots of amenities.
The rent was $3,800 a month.
Parking was extra.

‘It’s something we could never have in Columbus,’ 
Ms. Leedom says of their new California lifestyle.
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The Renters Merrill and Zak Leedom, with Reese, near their new apartment.

The Options



He’s even considered walking home 
from the Financial District over the 
Brooklyn Bridge in the summer. Both 
still work from home most of the time, 
so they have converted the third bed-
room into a shared office. When one of 
them takes a call, the other moves to 

the kitchen island or Cooper’s bedroom 
rather than the closet.

While the couple has owned in New 
York before, they are enjoying the flex-
ibility that renting allows. “Joe has al-
ways been a renter,” Mr. Talmas said 
of his husband. “I would rather plant 
roots, but nowadays, especially in the 
city, renting’s just part of life. And in a 
building like this, renters don’t treat it 
like they’re transients — everybody on 
this floor is a family. They’re not mov-
ing out next year.”

Renting now also allows them to plan 
for their next big move: Mr. Vitale, 
whose grandparents emigrated to New 
York from Sicily, is applying for his 
Italian citizenship. When they retire 
and Cooper goes away to college, they 
hope to buy, build, or renovate in Sicily.

Until then, their family is a trio of 
Brooklynites. Mr. Vitale has already 
fallen in love with a few local butcher 

shops; he’s even learned the best times 
to go to the nearby Trader Joe’s, whose 
Manhattan locations were usually so 
busy that he stayed away. After so 
many years of rejecting the borough, 
he said, “the biggest slap in the face is, 
we love Brooklyn now.”
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One Boerum Place was originally built as condos, which means the family benefits from a well-appointed kitchen. Friends often ask 
if it was customized; Mr. Vitale is excited to have his family for Easter this year.

The move meant a decorative reboot: 
Aside from what’s in Cooper’s bedroom, 
Mr. Vitale and Mr. Talmas bought all new 
furniture.

When the family toured a model apart-
ment at One Boerum Place, Mr. Vitale 
liked the round dining table so much he 
bought one when they moved in.




